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acere : 


rhywillywin a ſeiſmaticel preiſencs megu'fie the Name of God ? why will nu male 
h — two divided nations, 07 pcop'c of one? au fre of why Jo k 


— 


Londin, Printed by F. R. for R, Whittaker, and I. Williams, and 
are to be ſold at their Shops in Parls Church-yard. 16471, 


__— 


hn 


AARVARD COLLEGE USRARY | 


| 
FROM THE LIBRARY od: 6309 ws : 
OF F. |, @AY fy 
. JUNE 1, 1916 | 
-— 4 
p 
| | 
| 


WH O—_ 0 ht © 


D DEF @ Or the publike Liturgy of our 
LINE Church, (which is the firſt 
P thing I undertake te defend) 
p ſome there be that exc: 
&Y againſt it, becauſeitisa ſer | 
on * * preſcribed Liturgy, Þbut.rhcvett tns- 
theſe men who millike that any ſet form of rzgeme thac 
Prayers ſhould be impoſed in the publike Ser- 23h, 
viceof God,may do well ro confider that God his king- 
himſelf not onely allowed, but preſcribed ſer 4m © be 


no way more 


forms of Prayer to the Priefts of the old Law, quken then by 


teaching them with what form of words they the publique 

ſhould blefic his people, Numb.6. 23. and de- ©v%uis pray: 
precate his Judgements , oe! 2. 17. Hoſea 1 4. 2:-Church, isby 
that our bleſſed Saviour in the new Teſtament, *72ducing he 


preſcribed a form of prayer to his Apoſtles,as pntnrgi en 
ar the Baptiſt, his immediate fore- runner bring themin- 
ormerly done to his diſciples, Zuke 11, 2. Boone 

| * and ſoo ſhak 
that the prayer which Moſes pronounced at the the force of ill 
removall, and reſting of the Ark was a ſet form mens devotion 


re ins) rowardschem 2 
of David are prayers, 'or praiſes of God in ſet by chpannry 
FEY? L | } a {trarge con- 
ceit, rhar ro ſexve God with any ſer form of Commnn prayer is pcrſinious Hookei 
bb:s. eccleſ” poler, $26.  - | 
at A 2 forms, 


| 14) 

forms, and words, anfrering the length and 
number of 'Mufick notes: ; that Saint Paul often 
.  tſedthe'fame ſer form oF prayer without yaria- 
tion, Rom.1.7: 1Cor. 1.3. 2 Cor.i.2. Gal.1.3. 
Epheſ.1.2. anditis vainto think that a fe: form 
of prayer ſhould not be as pleaſing, and accep- 
table unto God,as that which is varyed,or that 
God ſhould 'be ſo deligtited] with varying of 
words .and phraſes, that when we have the 
{ame ſuits and requeſts to. make unto him day- 
ly :. Yet we muſt alter our words and -manner 
of asking,ortherwiſe he will be'diſpieaſed with 
. our prayers : Surely our Saviour was of ano» 

 therminde, who beſt knew: the minde of his 
beavenly Father, for though he had a. better 
2ift in Praying than any man in the world;and 
could have varyed his words better than any 


other; yer when he had the ſame ſujr tomake 


unto his father, he uſed the ſame words divers 
times, ſaying once, again, and yeta third time, 
Father , if it be 'paſceble , let this Cup paſſe from me, 
Meatth.26.4 4. 1.2 bybÞi: etl 
Bur, ſay rheſe men, we cannot. pray with the 
ſpirit, and uſe a fet Form of Prayer : why not * 
'There are bur two zcts of the ſpirit abour pray- 
'. er, the one of direction, to dire us how to 
pray, the other of aſſiſtance,to.aſiſt us in,pray- 
ing ; and I hope. thaſe, that uſe. preſcribed! fer 
Forms of Prayer , do pray by the direction of 
the ſpirit, as well as thoſe thar. uſe conceived 
extcmporary prayers, nay, weare bound to 
£16 G cleeve 


| 


' fol. 1572, 


on 
beleeve that the Spirit of God was rather with cans 2cy- 
the * Church, to dire her how to conceive, 71 am fure 


was of t:;is be- 


frame, and pen ſet Forms cf Prayer for the jicfwiowoud 
- behoof of all her children, than with thoſe, p*rmic no 


Prayers robe 


who preferre their ſudden undigefted pray- {7115090 
ets, before the excellently conceived, aind which were 
well digeſted Prayers , 'or Colleas'of thetlÞvedbythe 
Church. | HL OV 3.01 oe, 5-30 
And for the ſecond, why may not the Spirit/: todd mY 
of God affiſt us in praying by ſet Forms of 31,57 75: 
of Prayer, as well as inreading ſer Chapters ge ru!:f: ohferv, 
and Leſſons,or in ſinging ſet Plaltms 7 Dic Quin- 5, Go. 
ti hunc colorem. | | | OK kr £0 od" 
Others there be, who allowing ſet Forms of £223.94 * 


Prayer, yet will by no means alloy of ours;bur ant. en oh 
thereinthey ſhew themſelves to be of a diifer- 57 amis ua- 
ent judgement from the glorious Martyrs, and '* 7/74 

FAG ..-.0 jw «oy 6:74 C1914 taſtru- 
other holy Divines of our Church, who did #4» 
highly approve of our Communion-book,* and {, tharwhie 
were ready to maintain againft all oppoſers, Tye"s foever 
thatit was in no thing repugnant , but in all f,rhimfelf, he 


things agrecableto the Word of 'God, © Pould tuftae 
[. quaint choſe 


Archbiſhop Cranmer * offered: ( fo hemight i werowin 


have the affiſtance of Peter Martyr, and a few 0- and cog 
bas, : . with them, be» 
thers) ro make it evident, and ro prove againſt #. pn 
$: ; | ſumed ro uſe 
them, and the reaſon-is. given in the twelfrth-Canan.of the Mlcvirm Counter, Ne 
forte al'quid contra fidem w?1 per igno antian, vel jer minus ſiudium ft compojtum. Leaſt by 


- aſudden extemparall effuſion of prayer wirhdut good Jdvice, and medirarion ſome 


expreſſions -maighit ſlip from him, either chorough ignor#hce; vr carclefſcneTe, which 
. were not confananc to the faith of Chriſts Church, no, #07 beſ.eming the mefud 
Maielty of Amizhty God, © As it was then ſer torth by King Edw. 6, 4 Aﬀtrand Mon, 
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(6) 
all gain-ſayers, that were of 2 contrary opinj- 
on, That all things in our Communion-Book , were 
agreeable to the Word of God , correſpondent to the 
which Chriſt and his Apaſtles delivered , aud the Pri- | 
« Libran ſave- mitie Church obſerved. © Martin Bucer being in- | 
— created togive his judgement of our Service- | 
brtencem, Book, rdolved upon mature deliberation, that | 
a gum there was _— —_— _—_ | 
m id a”  mottaken out of theWords ,07 at leaſe, nt 
eres 19 Gods —— rightly underſtood, aud not weſ- 
did fumnpron interpreted. Bilbop Ridley in! a Letterof his fs 
jo bag D*. Grindal ( who was afterward Archbiſhop 
mode acceptum Of Canterbury ) writeth thus of the Service-bogk, | 
OTE The Church of England «f late, ſaith be , hath the | 
1455s whole Service, all common and publike Prayers erdeia- 
edtobeſaid , ayd heard in the Gp_ » francd 
and faſhioved 10 the true weius of boly Seriptare : 
* The copy ef ABd when he underſtood from D'. Grindad, | 
we _— who was then beyond Sea,how M.. Xnox took 
Cowels brics any cavclling exceptions at our Liturgy, to 
anſverro i: the great diſturbance of the Church there ;* he | 
__—_—_——_ wrote back unto himin this wilde, yet paſlion- ! 
it Apo!. pro ACE Mannce-: Alws that owr brother Knox cannot 
ecckſie. ingl. bear with awr Book of Common- Prayer, in matters 6- 
;-- .-- gainſtwhich, althonzh 1 grant a mas of wit and learn- 
me jotxirnus, ad 117 1149 finde to make ſome colourable exceptions : yet 
x am-taſt-- 7 ſuppoſe he canuat ſaundly bythe Word of Gud., d- 
Jan Catholics. $700C ary 1h117 init. Bilhop Tewel in his Apolo- 


ranEreogeramagy forthe Church of £xgland;prateficth, * That 


kari uns daftoinm noftram fed Sign 5 a5; amenta, [10camgut * ubl atrum ſana ad torun 
Hs & #2 ſ[tituta db Ex19:8. 


in 


Ec... 0 
38 our Dottyine, Diſcipline ,' and Service, we come as 
neer as we cont poſſibly , to the Apoſtolicall Church, " Dtrings an- 


and anciem Catholike Biſhops. M . Dering, in a no nut 
book of his called, A ſpare reſtraint, makes 1#.fat5. 
this challenge to M'. Harding, look, ſaith * he, ; or” a 
line be blameable in our Service, and take hold of 1 migi aide 
advantages our Service is good aud godly, every theſe that ar 
fettle grounded holy Scripture, and with what face 6s. Np 
Mare you call it darkneſſe ? Laſtly, D*. Taylor was ilcs diſlized 
fo in love with the Service-Book, that he * aſed quroeriice = 
andſome 


# #6 his confors all the time of his —_— > 4nd of our Chuxch 
at his Martyrdom, commended it, as the Taft t:ken of his et hoginy 
[pve, #8 bs dear wife, Ack: 1 - verend os 


And. theſe men were in that age the Dia-'£-0d ftrongly 
monds of the Churches ring, and many of jj mem. 
thera ſcaled therruth they held,nor onely with jon autin;, 
dangerand-exile , but with. chcir blood : Yer 19 Pottery, 


now he is but a mean filly man-in repure , thargg rronm” 
; - ®_ » . T7 TX 
cannot ſpy much fſuperſtirion, much Popilh 4g-ar, ler: 
traſh and idolatry in that godly book, which (75 097% 
the holy Martyrs, and beſt learned men of our zgvinsans, 
Church "then living,did highly commend, and Z4*v/ Gripd- 
approve to be inall: things agreeable to- rhe penn. 
Franchford, wrote to the Iive exiles at Zurich, perfwadingthem roftandcothe dearh 
for defence of our Church ſervice and ceremoniey, and Maſter Fax was one of th:m 
that ſubſcribed ro the letter Diſcourle of the troubles x Franchford, Fol 16.17 22:23; 
Sc * And nor onely of our Church but ſame alfo of forregin Churches, as Alexayter 
Sag ds worthy Scotſmzn of great account andnere) who mach commend<our: 
of Common prayer, and the ordering of qur Chuyrchavcordog thereunts,, 
callmg it preclarifioum & divinum fallum, aud he complaneth that ay conrendigue 
mindes ſhetid-maove any. ro nai{l.ke it, and. faith. that the contentiaa of bithrea abut 
this Book co mesſrom the druel,, who failing one way ſceks another way to d» mulchiet x9 
the Chwch, Proem. before his tranſlation of the Conmon-prayer Book inacgye,, 
 —_— 


Anglican, Bucer, fol.37 3.37 5. 


(S) ; 

' Word of God, and: to the moſt etcient, and 
beſt reformed Liturgyes inall ages«,. +... 

' , Polycarps ſpeech ſhallend this point, 0,Dews 

in que tempora refervaſti nos? 0h God, for what times 

| haſt thoureſerved us ? wherein that Service of 

. thine, which hath heretofore hadthe bigh ap- 

' probation,applaule and commendation of ma- 

ny learned Divines, and glorious'Martyrs, 1s 

now ia every Pariſh / almoſt 'thorowour the 

'  Kingdome, negleded, vilified, contemaned,' as 

' Many thing: ;, opiſh and ſuperſtitious , by perſons of mean 
formiſtsfay are Quality.,& meancr knowledge. I beſeech thoſe 
arnifſe;wmany "who haye Power in their hand.to-redreſle. 


nn of things things amiſſe both in; the Church, and State, 


inour.Com- that they would nor ſuffer this ſacred'Form of: 
mon-Pr2/"i, 90s Serviceto be expoſedany longer tothe 
atheypre-  Catelcſſe;negleR, ro. the proud camemprand 
rend "with the-{cOrn of newfapgled, and milaffeted:perſons; 


om o< whole particular-exceptions agaialt it, or any 


ey8 roo grear affinitie with the forme of the Church of Rome, it differerh roo much 
fcum that which Churches elſewhere refo:med allow and obſcrve;. it is nor or'dcrly 
rad nox geſtared as beſeemeth; artire diſgfacethir; ic requireth nothing ro be done 
which a Hilde may nor lawfully do; it harh*a mimber: of ſhort cars or ſhreddings, 
whick ny be becrer called-wiſhey,, then prayers, i intermingleth prayings:and 
readings; &e. jtisroo long, and by thatmeans abridgerh preaching, ic appointerhTie 
people rofiy afterthe Miniſter, it ſpenderh time in ſinging, andin reading the Pſalms 
by courſe from fide to fide, ig uſeth the Lords-prayer roo oft, the Song of Magrif, 
Beredifiuds, and Nene dimittis, ie might very well ſpare, ic hath che Lerany, Creed 07 
Athanafius, and Glotia Patri, which are ſuperfiuous, it craveth'earthlytitings roo mych, 
ſome chingsir2sketh'ugſcaſpnably, as deliverance from thunder, and tempeſt when 
no darger is nip5, Sotne'In' roodifident manner, as that God would give us that 
which \wefor outuhworthynefle'dare nor asVe. Some which otught'ner to be deſired, 
33 deliverance from ſudden dearh, tiddahce from alt advetfity 'arid the exicnt of 
ſaving mercy towards aY men; all which cxceptions Hooker anſwercth punQually 
and fally, arid ſoas may giveany intelligent and iudicious Reader, abundant ſarif- 


tation, £26 5.p.241, 242, Oc 
os paſſage 


paſſage in'it, have received full, particular, 
abundant ſatisfation, by the learned pens of 
' Hooker,Cowell, Hutton, Fiſher, 8c, | | 

I L Now ſecondly for the Ceremonies, as 
they are uſed in our Church , howſoever ſome 
do take offence at them, yet they can give no 
juſt offence : for we put no merit,no matter of 
ſalvation, no worſhip of God in them; we uſe 
them nor for exerciſes of picty, but onely for 


m m Theſe ecrc- 
order, and decency, according to that gENe- monies arere. 


rall Church Canon of the Apoſtles , wherein rainedtoxa 


he preſcribes that all things in the Church #z pars, rg 
done decently , and in order , 1 Cor.t 4.40. WHICH fuponiuftcau 
ApoftolicallCanon being a Canon of Canons, ©?) waybeal- 
by which all Eccleſiaſticall Canons are to be ns 
regulated and ſquared , cals for comeli- chereforeare 
nefſe, and order inghe Church, and requises Jtrnbeefice- 
that all outward dutics of Gods publike wor- with Gods 
ſhip and ſervice, be performed in the face of 1: inthe 


Preface b. tore 


the Church,afrer a decent, comely, and order- 4. pook ot 


ly manner. Com mon-. 
Comeclinefſe becomes all ations, but more ?'Y SF: 


eſpecially religious ations, and is duely to be norant is hers 
obſerved in all places, but chiefly in the doutr, char 
Church, which is 94oxww7 the School of comety- roar ceree 
neſſe, as Clemens Romans calls it, lib.B. cap.z:. poſedasparts 
For the Church is Gods Houſe, the place of * G24 v& 
his ſpeciall preſence, and if menbe carefull inf; A as 
the preſence chamber ofancarthly King,to do 90m omieque 
nothing uncomely, or unbeſceming the reſpe& 15,05 799nh? 
which they owe to ſo greata Majeſty , much exizzrecoweatr. 
| Is B more Calv inLoc, 


ik *% 


- 


(10) 
more ought we to be carefull inthe Houſe of 
God, which is the preſence Chamber of the 
King of Kings, to do nothing uncomely or un-. 
beſeeming ſo great, and ſacred a Majeſty.” 

And as all things in the Church are to be 
done decently, or in acomely faſhion, ſo are 
they to be done orderly, for where diſorder is, 
there is tumult and confujton, but where order 
is, there is diſcipline and peace, tis S. Ambroſe 
gloſſe upon the forecited Canon of the Apo- 
ſtle, by vertue of, which Canon the Apoſtle gives 
; power and authority to all Chriſtian Churches to 
make orders, to ordainrites, and ceremonies 
for the more decent, and orderly performance 
of Gods publike ſervice, and wills all who 
live under the Government of ſuch particular 
Churches obediently. ro &onform themfelves. 
ro. the orders of the Church wherein they 
live, | | 

Firſt the former Rule or Canon preſcfibed 
by the Apoſtle, is ({aith Parews) of very great 
importance, Er mniverſaliter ad eccleſiam pertinens, 
and doth univerſally concern all Chriſtian Churches 
thoroughout the world decorum enim & ordinem eorum 
arbitr10 relinquit, for it leaves all matters of outward 
order, and decency inthe Church, tothe free diſpo- 
Alt of Church Governours. Whenthe Apo- 
; ftlefaith mwm zridw Let all things be done , vitus 
externes in libertate noſtra ides reliquit, ne putaremus 
cultum dei illis incluſum, he leaves the ordering of 
#ll externall or ceremoniqus rites in every particular 

. Church. 


| (11) 
Church to their free power, and determination, leaf 
we ſhould deeme them eſſential parts of Gods worſþ p, 
and of abſolute neceſsity to ſalvation, ſaith Calvin, 
in the judgement then both of Calvin and Pare- * Theſe things 
& every Chriſtian Church hath warrant from (M*Lord lefe 
the forecited Apoſtolicall Canon: to ordain of every ? 


© externall rites and ceremonies,. and to make Churchpartly 
becaulſe they 


ecclefiaſticall Lawes and Canons for the more ;,;.,,. 7. 
decent and orderly performance of all reli- ſubſtance of his 


: +4 wh" : . wo: ſh p, bur 
gious duties in their publike aſſemblyes. be 0 rr 


That their js ſuch 'a power leftto each artly becauſe 
Church, and to Church, Governours it js Von: _ on 
dent, for if every man might do what he liſt, um, 
and ſerve God at what time, in what place, bur muſt be 


after what manner he pleaſed, or according 47d and _ 
to his own humour and fancy ; what other can Ke tins 
be the iflue, and ſequell of ſuch licentious, and ndrimes,as 

unreſtrained liberty, bur infinite diſtraction, Oo _— 


and diſorderly confuſion inthe Church { For oncthucreach- 
the preventing of which, we muft of neccflity ©.S # come, 


Z.28. cons » 


£rant, if we will be reaſonable , that each yung with 
Chriſtian Church kath power to make lawes, th's faying une- 


rdain r! queque p ovin 
and to ordain rites for decency and orders ſake, and Fa or 


to command, and force her children obedicnt- ſenſu /vo, rhus 


ly to obſerve them, Sd. Augeſt E:ift, 
86.118. 119, 


And their is notany reformed Church but ,,4.;us 2, 
is of this minde,tbey all with onc covſent hold 45(chegrear 
rhis opinion, that it is nor neceſſary ecclefiaſti- _ 
call rites, and ceremonies ſhovld be in all pla- Ton. 8 tc. 16, 
ces alike, but that they may be divers in divers Y poi agg 
Countries and Churches, ſo that nothing be g,'5 *> | 

B 2 *** Or 


id 


a” 


the ſame judgement with ours, M. Rogers in his 
explication of that Article makes it manifeſt 
by particular inſtances. | | 

And reflet your eyes back to the primitive 
times, and you ſhall finde that even in thoſe 
dayes every particular Church was allowed to 
have thgſe orders, and ceremonies, which ſhe 
in her wiſedome thought moſt fitting, and 
convenient. So we read that ſome Churches 
uſed to receive the Sacrament thrice, others 
twice a week, others onely upon the Lords 
day, ſome Churches gave the Euchariſt in the 
morning, ſome at even Aug. Epiſt,1 18. ad Tan, 
ſome Churches did dip the infant baptized 
thrice in the water, others but once onely as 
Tertullian witneſfeth, de Coron, milit, cap. 3. all 


« Situuafiles WHRICh Churches notwithſtanding rhe diverſity | 


wniveſe,que Of theſe, or the like ceremonies, were the 


49:4 latzikr, tre Churches of God, and held Union and 
eccleſie 14ngizam 


inwimy Communion one with another, Diſſonantia in 


__—_ þ his non ſuſtulit conſonantiam fidei, they knew that 
v4 6 Wn! as : þ , a: # - 
Toibu lm 43. lr hough the Kings danghier were all glorious with. n, 


v7rfhroſrvatia- yet her cloathing was wrought about with needle' work 


mbus cbrater, of divers colours, by which zeedie work of divers 
 quibus mille 1e- * if p 4» ind NE het 85 EE 
'<qudin fie Colours, © S. Auguſtine underitands the diverfity 
. verumeft, impdttuur. Omnis enim pulchritulo filie Regis intrinſtcus, ille autem obſervati- 
' D2Es LE varte (Elebrantn', incius veſte intdlfiguntur, unde Aicitur in finibriis auveis cir cum- 

ara varietw”, ſ"dea quogue veſtis ita diveifts celebratiogibus varietyr, ut won adoti ſs.coa; 
texnonibaus 4; (ipetur, Ang. Eriſt 26, adcaſul, | 


of 


OST <3, 

ordained againſt Gods Word, that this is the 
judgement of our Church is plain from the 
34. Article, that all reformed Churches are of 


UM 


(13) | 

of ceremonies in particular Churches, and if 
the judgement of one or two Churches muſt 
be hearkened unto, and may not be deſpiſed, 
> or contradicted raſhly :: much more ought the 
judgement of all reformed Churches to be re- 

garded. 

Certainly for a few perſons to call in queſti- 

on that which hath been held for atruth atall_ 

times in the true Churches of God, argues ſuch 

ſingular perſons to be ſingularly proud, and 
poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of contradiction. This wr 

I will conclude this point with the * judge- th: oftrine of 

ment and reſolution, of judicious Calvin, who (119%) 
in the fourth of his inſtitutions, Cp.1o. F 30. conflantd»- 
reſolves thus, Dominns totam were juſtitie ſun. Arie of all. 
mam,erc. God ſaith he, hath inthe Stripture evident- min paring 

ly ſet down the whole ſum of true righteouſneſſe, ind Church:s both 
all the eſſential parts of his worſhip, without omitting 3cent and, 
any thing any an t6 ſalvation, and in theſe h? is the God hath ſuf- 
onely Maſier to be hearkned uno : but as for eatward ficient: me 
Diſcipline it pleaſed him not to preſcribe puntFually, Naan ree tf 
and in particular what we ſhould follow forcſeeinig that whole fub- 
thi dependeth upon the divers condition, and ſtate of ance 2 watt; 
times, knowing very well that one form or faſhion in worlh'p, ka 
theſe externals would not fit all azcs, in this caſe theyc- all things ne- 
forewe are to: have recourſe-untothe generall rides of cls 


order and Mecency , [ue pr moribug nnjuſeujuſque bly Ser pa. 


ialva wigthe 


' 7; *rures: ans SEES A 


theſe n_—_ muſt evermo-e be vnalerably the Came in all Churches,. but the cicevin* 
ftances an | 

&c he hath Icfitothe wiſ:dome of every nationall Church, rodetermine and make 
Choice of, ſy thagall things be done according to the Canon of Canons, deliy:rcd by 
S, Paid, x C0r.14,:0. | | 2d hs OB 3 iago 1463} 3þ 


B 3 gentis 


= 


ceremomes of þ15 pubiike worſh'p, 'as of place. time, ornaments, geſtu e, . 


(14) 
gentis & ſeculi varie accommodari debent ad ecclefie 
edificationem] which are diycrſly to be accom- 
modated according ta.the manners of fcverall 
Nations and ages as ſhall be moſt for the be- 
hoof, and edification of the Church. ' 

Now as particular Churches have full pow- 
er.aurhority, and Commiſſionto make Ecclcfi- 
aſticall laws and conſtitutions, and to preſcribe 
Rircs and Ceremonies for the more deccar, 

and orderly performance of religious duties in 
their ſacred gy -muggyy vertuc of the former 
Apoſtolicall Canon, ſo by the regular pre- 
ſcript of the ſame Canon, they that live under 
the government of ſuch Churches, are to con- 
form themſelves to the orders of the Church 
in which they live,and reſpeRively with ready 
| obedience to obſerve the ſame. 
r Diſcilinamd- SS. Auſtin *© ſaith, That there is no rule of dif- 
read Cipline {o fit for a grave and prudent Chriſtian, 
9% Chriſtiaw to regulate his carriage by, thento do after 
Tam we #19 chat manner as he ſeeth the Church todo unto 
oidee Thins which it falleth our that he ſhall chance to 


# Jramemque come. , and ' that to whatſoever Church he 


Auguſt. Epift cometh, he ought to obſerve the cuſtomes, or - 


118. «dCeſalar.. Ceremonies which be there in uſe, if he will 


Fane 10h not give ſcandall- unto-. others, | nor receive 
venis:cxo me. [candall from. others., '.\Proviged alwayes , 
wh ſev2f, | that the cuſtomes their uſed, be neither oppo- 
Cc 191 101 US" 49 \ = 4 * . o : +: at c—_— : , 
wy: indbs e tite to the faith, nor yet contrary to good 
” tibi, Tdem. ibid, ſid ex ove Ambrofii. © Quod nequecontrafidem, neque contre 
lows Ma; tSiniamiter, indifferenter eft babendum,' & pro earum winter qu0s Vivitur ſocictate 
& vandum eft, 1dem, 1bid, | Boy + WT 
CITE th . magnets: 
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manners : which counſcll S. Ambroſe pave to 
Monica the mother of S, Ax2zuſtine, ro direct her 
how fhe ought to behave her ſelf intheChurch 
of God, and whoſoever he be that will nor 
obſerve the decrees of Church Governours i 
hs de quis vihil certi ſtatuit Scriptura, in thoſe 
things concerning which the holy Ghoſt hath 
ſer down, no certainty in the Scripture, he 
offcnderh God, who hath given power'to his 
Church, ro enjoyn the obſervation of ſuch 
ceremonies, which power were fruitleſle, and 
to no purpoſe, it men might do what they lift; . 
contrary to the ceremoniall confticutions of 


the Church. 


But is not this an abridgementof Chriſtian 
liberty, to reſtrain and limicthe uſe of a thing _ 
indifferent * No certainly for to'make the re- 
ſtraint of the outward man in matters indiffte- 
rent, an impeachment of Chriſtian liberty , 
what is it elſe but even to bring Anabapriſme, 
Anarchy, rebellion, popular parity, diſorder, 
and confuſion both into the Church, and State, 
and to diſſolve the bond of ſubje&ion, and 


obedience to lawfull authority. 


;Confider(I pray. you) wherein canthe pow- 
er and authori. y ofſuperio.irs properly conſiſt, 
and the duety, and obedience of interiours be 
fhewed towards them, if norin theſe 1ndifte- 


reat,and arbitrary things, forthings abſolutely 
| _ * neceſlary 


" neceſſary, a hether huma bſolute- 

c adverten-" nNECE und to do, w nd things. a for- 
GP gas. We are =—_ them or not, ka dexenmiagrely = 
dam ſitat turd rity requ ciſcly, a d of ro O, W ; 

1 quedom ity |, as Preci bound n - not: 

bong quedems tinfull, ar : or n 

Gonly ti d, we: bid them 
ly den by God, ity forbi ings left, 
bis nullam deber bidde authority her thing : 

ge hedt- ane VP 1e Ot d nce 
bominubus 0b: ther hum e non obedie 
entiam, quoniam the > are therefor roper ly the ia their 

: [la o:ttew- re a fle P S1 : 

'c illa orutter- on xpreile p1 but thing Tl 
- cara in to c P rity, | er ſha 
S.. wticm { periour autho and whoſoey rs in 
0% "» dueto ſu . ifferent, Superiou 
HE vel cu hs ature indi ination of P . diciall 
1163 nt1t; com own n determi be Preju 
—_ LEFPret LOC indiffer olour 

ut medi: que- jNtC! f things derthatc h 
dm 7:5p* the vic of thin [tender ther colour fha 
+01 pM" wh iſtian liberty, heir obedienceto ; h a 
—te to Chriti jours from t f rhoſe (ſait 

re vidpe-ſona TG Inferjou is ONe O h S. 
4h 2x hi xempt [ni he is © of. whom 
& mala ok c inatians , | Church) $. and 
ge none, determ Divine of our rrment, Twde 8. and 
in lislex roſfia learned aiſpiſeth Governm er did, who 

0; t Pet 
enlongc, - aks, that wile then Sain f man, 

/t 1} ade ſpe 3 iſet Ainance 0 ? 
bit fizs none x heth otherw Cry Or - 

etn ot tves to every docrin 
wtentbe reſert- F Sto ſubm ary Aa ; eds be 
nm" 5 wils u 4 and contr Soy we muſt = lence 
rum, Bern. Oi. I Tos who tels w- r, but for conſc 
. Patth, Ear, | 
: u nt b oy n C . p—_ 
— bey his a 
ail, hat proba ndtoo ts 
© gIVC, ws fon his von Se o_ wo 
a inc 1 es 
ec ther, or 'of a thing it our ſfely x 
*himin the a to _—_— like things, 
FI: ſhould not wa appointment 4 bur Superiors 
* our Super con be deny © the peaceable 
_ ec when as yo authority, | ; 
«CC have the 


ordering 
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**ordering of the Church, and Common- 
<«« wealth, that fathers, and maſters, have over 
«there children, and ſervants, for the order- 
<« ing of their families., Surely but thar the 
«Scripture hath foretold there ſhall, and ever 
<« will be differences, ſidings, and partakings 
<*in the Church, 1 Cor. tr. 19. a man would 
« wonder, how ever it ſhould ſink into. the 
<« heads of ſober underſtanding men to deny 
« either the power in Superiours to ordain, or 
<* the neceſlity of inferiours to obey the lawes 
*<and conſtitutions of the Church touching 
< times, places, veftments, geſtures, and other 
* ceremoniall circumſtances, requiſite to the 
* more decent orderly , and ſolemn perfor- 
* mance of Gods publike worſhip and ſervice. 

Our Church, Iam fire is of artother judge- 
ment, for it is the Tenet of our Church in the 
thirtieth Canon, That thines of themſelves, and of 
their own nature indifferent, ds in a ſort alter their 
natures, when they are commanded or forbidden by 4 
lawfull Magiſtrate. And therein it teacheth right- 
Iy for in ſuch matters of a middle or indiffe- 
rent nature, ye juſio, nec prohibitio principum aut 
prelatorum eft contemnenda, neither the Commanac- 
ment, nor prohibition of Princes or Prelates is to be 
contemncd (ſaith S., Bernard, Epiſt.7.) Sed quic- 


' quid wice det precipit homo, quem pro deo habemus, 


tanquam deum audire debemus, But whatſoever in 
things of this nature man commandeth, who is in the 
place of God, we are boundto obey as God, (ſaith the 

C ſame 


(1 $) ” .. o 
| in his 
by em Þro deo haben , 
ſame Father) F opt.  oiges 3 debemus ,G ods 
que aperte, 10 'þ h d and obeyed in all thin S, that 
cegerents muſt be near led vill of 
wiceg feſtly ” contrary to the reveale 
Iins prohi- are not maniſeſity * contra in the ufe of things 
* 3 Nullius pron And ſuch a limitation | j 
bitiovaler obvi- God. AN brings no diminution to our Chri- 
is gs iodifferent, oor libeiry which is feated in the 
pl'12 24 Iſs 0- ſian freedome or 1 | Y if ill draw and 
preivedicare pro- It judgement, bur i we W bi 
TY Os. our lite unto a freedome of ations, 
ſupra. extend w_ we: ren do what we liſt in things 
thinking that w | without any 
indifferent, without controul, or witho 
- nz... 1041 2 to the Magiſtrates 
? Some miſlixe nce. or regard » UALO | 5 
"5. i EIS he Churches decrees, our liber- 
rices9ecaun©  OLJers, Or to the a licentious diſtur- 
kin ty 0 the end _ 2 and ſtate 
anded in urch . 
Scipruee, be bance both of hs o quite contrary to work, 
terre bag ys wha parting of their own, and 
ah 05 098 tap the car 
_— s conſciences, who uſers argue in 
— heap, or other men is I have no warrant to do. for 
Surpleile, no hj anner. This I have L, 
Pp this m Whereas they ought 
where com- iS ir commanded 2Wherea 
manded? no whereis i hus, this I have good warrant 
whrcap,or -2- ber to argue thus, | command me to do 
n'ghr cap, or - d for my Supertqurs k 
bog-10 where it, and being no where expreſſcly forbidden 
bng. no where it, and bein nh ] fall nay I myſt of 
acre: inthe Word, _— wow ao every thing 
tiherecci- Er1o ; 
orien of the neccility obey Ts not repugnant ro the 
Ceramunion? they —_— mo To page repugnant to the 
NC more 1s !1t- 0 9 
_— wo of God to wear a Surpleſle trofigne the 
rrp hath beer : fighe of the crofle atthe time 
—_ - axe childe with the ks to the ancient uſe in 
ofcheſe forbid- Of Bapritme, accoromy 
don in the 


FT | ; to kneel at the re-' 
Sou Et Mmitiveand purer times, ceiving 
Sclpruje ? 
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cciving of the holy Communion, to ſtand up 
at the recitall of the Creed, orto uſe any o- 
F - ther reverend Gefture preſcribed by the 
Church. It theſe be any where forbidden in 
i} v the Scripture, let the places be ſhewa (as for 
farre fercht, and fallible deduQions, I value 
them not) let one text, or tittle of Gods Word 
be produced, where all theſe, or any cere- 
mony appointed to be uſed in our Church, is 
forbidden, andI for my part will acver ulc it, 
though I ſhould hazard the diſpleaſure of all ' 
my Superiours, by ferbearing the uſe of it ; but 
if it cannot be ſhewn, that theſe things are any 
where forbidden, the uſe of them is warrant- 
able, and made lawfull by the Word of God, 
and being commanded by lawfull authority, I 
3-4 am bound to uſe them, becauſe God commands 
me to ſubmit to every ordinance of man, 1 Pet. 
2.13. and to obey my Superiours in things | 
lawfull, Heb. 13.17. ' © 

Neither will it help the Patrons of licenti- 
ous libertiniſme a whit to ſay, that ſome of the _ pj 
forenamed ceremonies were ſuperſtitiouſly *Y 
abuſed by the Papiſts: beit ſo, yer they can- 
not deny, but that they were uſed in the 
Church long before popery did bear ſway, and 
the abuſes mixt with them by the Romanifts 
we affe@t not, we allow not, we defend nor, 
but have purged them from their abuſe, and 
4- reſtored them to their Primitive uſe , and 
things abuſcd, may be my uſed, and necd not 

| | 2 to 


- (20) 
to be clean aboliſhed, our worthy Anceſtors (ſaith 
S. Auſt:n) took the Temples ded cated to Idols, and 
' made them ſerve for holy Oratories, or houſes of pray- 
ers, they took the reven:ws which were devoted to the 
Gods of the Gentiles, and converted them to the main- 
tenance of Gods Miniſters. And that holy Father 
ſawno jcelaciſne or incongruity in it, Hoc de illis 
fit, quod de ipſis hominibus cum ex (avileei & impits 
in veram vel. gionem immutantur. The change of 
. them from an impious to a pions uſe; was m his judge- 
ment, but like the change which is wrought inmen, 
when of bad, they become good, of Sacrilezious, religi- 
015. Auguſt, epiſt.154. w..cre he gathers out of 
Det.7.25. that the gold, ſilver,and other rich 
o:namen $of Idols may nor be rakcn to mens 
private uſes, leaſt they ſhould ſeem ro deſtroy 
' the Idols for coverouſneſſe, not for piety : 
yet ſuch things may be converted to Gods ſer- 
vice, as wicked IdolJatrous men may be con- 
vert. dro hsfervice, as the water of Fountains 
dedicated to falſe gods, may be uſed for Bap- x 
t1 me, as Bels rung to the fervice of Idols,may 
be rung and uſed to the true Gods ſervice; and 
this he turther confirmeth by 7oſhua, his preſer- 
ving the Silver, Gold, veſſcls of Brafſe; and 
JeGs. 19. 24-Iron, uſefull for Gods ſervice, to be kept in 
Gods Treaſury, when all othet things inthe 
lacking of Jericho, were accurſed and deſtroy- 
ed : and Gideons ſ:crificing a Bultock unto 
God, and burning it with the wood of rhe Y' 
grove dedicated to Baat, by Gods own ap- 
| pointment, 
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pointkment. Tudges 6.25.26. the ſacred Veſſels 
of the Temple had been towly abuſcd in Baby- 
lon by Nabuchadnezzar, and Baltazar, yet when 
Cyr#s had given Commandement tor the reſto- 
ring of them again, Zerubbabel made no ſcruple 
eoimploy them in there former holy uſes. The 
Magicians had abuſcd the Starres, yer God 
made ule of a Starre to conduct them unto 
Chriſt, the Athenians had abuſed the Altar, 
that was dedicated 70 the unknown god, and yet 
Sainr Paul made uſe of an inſcription written 
upon that Altar, to preach unto them the God 
which they knew not. Shall we (with  Lycur- 
£1) pluck up the Vines, becauſe ſome will be 
drunk with Wine ? or with Cotta in Tully, con- 
demn reaſon, becauſe ſome have made uſe of 
itto pleade an ill cauſe 2 No, where cr7m7en v0 
eſt in rebus, ſed in witioutentis, the fault is not in 
the thing, but in him that uſeth it, there we 
may apply it to a right uſe when we have re- 
moved the abuſe. | 

Bur were the impugners of our Church cere- 
monies put to it, they would finde ita very 
hard task to prove that any one individuall, or 
particular ceremony uſed in our Church, hath 
been ar any time abufed by the Papiſts. For 


| thoſe. Surpleſſes, and other veſtments which 


we wear, thoſe particular croffings wherewih 
we ligne Infants at the time ot their Bapriſme, 
in token that they ſhould not be aſhamed, to confe(ſe the 
faith of Chriſt crucified, but manfully fight under his 

| | C 3 Banner 
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Bawner, againſt the world, the fleſh,and the Devil, and 
continue his faithfull ſouldiers, and ſervants, wnto their 


| livesend, were made long 'fince popery was 


baniſhed out of the Church) and ſo could not 
be ſuperſtitiouſly abuſed by papiſts, ualcſle 
they abuſed them betore they had a being, or 
Were in rerum matura. = _ 

If any thentake cauſcleſſe offence at the uſe 
of ſuch innocent ceremonies, (as they are rightly 
ſtyled by the reverend and learned Biſhop of 
Dareſme) it is an offence taken, notgiven, and, 
he that raketh offence where none is given, 
muſt anſwer for it both as the giver, and as the 
taker ; all that we can do, is to be lorry for it, 
thar they ſhould be offeaded without juſt cauſe, 
but we may not redeem the offence of private 
perſons, by our diſob<dience to publike Go- 
vernous, for the rule is certain, that where 
lawfull authoricy determinerh our liberty,their 
the reſpe& of private ſcandall ceaſeth; and 
that reſiraing which proceedeth from ſpeciall 
duety, is Superiour to that which proceedeth 
but trom common charity, the duties which 
we owe to our Governours by way of juſtice, 
are more ftritly obligatory, then thoſe which 
we owe to private perſens onely by way of 
charity, *as I could prove by many convincing * 
arguments, were it necdfull. 2 

For aclofe and upſhor of this point, I wiſh 
from my heart that men now a dayes, had more 
of the Spirit of conformity, and obcdience to 

| | the 


: _ 
the conſtitutions and commands of lawfull 
authority, : and that they: would reſpectively 
obſerve the:preſcribed o.ders, and ceremo- 
nics of the Church,accordiag to the Churches 
preſcription, which they may do withaut pre. 
judice ro their Chriſtian liberty, without dan - 
r of idolatry, ſuperſtition, or giving any the 
caſt juſt occaſionof fcandall, and which they 
cannot refuſe to do, but they muſt become 
guilty of diſobedience , irregularity, and of 
non-contormity to the * ancient Church in the * Our ceremo- 
primitive and purer times, who uſed all or moſt "<5 makeche 
of theſe ceremonies which we uſe, in the ſame farv'el - 4 
manner that we uſe them, and ſhall we deſert, Ciurch, as 
and condemn Antiquity to pleaſe a few nove- 05omy ts 
lits,ill affected ro the diſcipline of our Church, cicnr, and pu- 
who under a ptetence of hating Idols, perſwade we Colinchey 
men te commit ſacrilege, to rob God of his due Pn Me 
ſervice, and the Church * of her patrimony {214 Martyrs, 
which cannot {ſafely be alienatedor applyed 7 it 
to ary other uſe then that, for which it was anachy Io ahek 
principally intended, as I undertook to ſhew "55/4. 
in the third place. He I 28 
LIE. It is well known,and confeſſed thar the Wills nun rob 
ſtate of the Clergy, in every good Comman- ju. Jer 
wealth hath had uslot, and portion not onely me, but yeſay 
ſpirituall in the Lord, but alſoremporall in the "b<<inhare 
Common-wealth, being a ftate of men, as of ein 7 1p FW 
the beſt deſert, if they do their duties : fo not 2nd offerings. 
to be fed by the Aire, as the Cameleons are, 
but by the fruice, and increaſe which proceed 
from 


Fg 
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from the carth, and mh tithes, and offerings, 
and therefore they have had allotted them by 
the law of nature,as Melchiſedech had Gen. 14.20. 
by the law of Moſes, as the Pricfts had, Levir. 
27. 32. Numb.18. 21. Deut.26.12,13. by the 
allowance of our Saviour Chriſt , þec gporter 
fieri, you oughr to. give tithes , even of the 
hearbs that grow in_ Gardens, Matth, 23. 23. 
and by civill and provinciall lawes in Chriſti- 

anity, have they had allotted them, fiot onel 
the tithes of the fruit of the earth, becaule 
they have bcllies to be fed, and backs to be 
cloathed, and familics to be maintained : but 
_ they hadthere Cities and there Lands belong- 
ing to them amongſt the Jewes, and alſo their 
parts in the ſacrifices and offcrings, and a- 
mongſt Chriſtians there demaines temporal- 
tics, and ſpeciall priviledges: yea they had 
| their ſpeciall priviledges amongſt the heathen, 
P for when /oſeph bought all the land of the Sub- 
jeas in Eeypt, the Prieſts land was not ſold, 

Gen.47. 28. that became not Pharaohs, 

And were not men deeply infected with a 
« Plat faith, ſpice of © infidelity, they would not tonch, or 
ET Chone meddle with that portion which is allotted to 
ef theſe thres God and his Miniſters , they would not turn 
chings, cither that to private uſes, which belongethto the 
ct, 61 thathe Church or Churchmen, they would nor de- 


no nor ſire to reap that which they ever ſowed, nor 
nec ings 


done by men, erthac he will be cafily reconciled ro chem that (acrilegiouſly rob 
him, L:b, 10, de legibus. " - 


take 


| 199) | 
take away that which they never gave, they 
would. not make the Monuments of their 
forefathers liberalitics, - the eternall teftimo- 
nies of thcir {acrilegious robberies 3 ut 1s a 
lefſon ſet down in the rules of the law, quod 
ſemel deo dicatum, non eſt ad uſus humanos alterius 
tren[ſcrendum , that which hath been once dedicated 
wt 0 God, is not any more to be tranſferred tothe uſes of 
men, & que rette data ſunt eripi non licet, and that 
things well given muſt not be taken back,or be employed 
to crvill, or prophane uſes. | | 

Calvin in an Epiſtle of his to that moſt Re- 
verend Father Crammer Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury complaineth, @*od prede —_ ſunt eccle- 
fie reditus that the Church revenews were made aprey, 
and hecalls it malum ſane intollerabile, an evill 
. ormiſchief intollerable no way to be endured. 
Bentivs in an Epiſtle prefixed before his Homi- 
lics on the Ads ſaith, that not oncly Anti- 
chriſt by his impicty, and the Turk by his 
cruelty , threaten the deftrution of the 
Church, but thoſe alſo, ſaith he, ſeek the utter 
ſubverſion thereof, quz occupationibus, & direp- 
1onibus facultatum eccleſiaſticarum , adoleſcentes 4 
ſtudio ſacraram literarum deterrent, who by invading 
and ſpoiling the Churches poſſeſsions, do deterre young 
Students from the ſtudy of Divinity : for although 
ſaith he, the Church f Chriſt being built upon a rock, 
doth not abſolutely need the aide of externall riches, 
tamen hiqui facultates eccleſiaſticas deripiunt, & in 
 privatum ſutm uſum tranſferunt , depredationibus 

D 
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ws id efficiunt, quo panciores ſacris literts oper amr dent, 
Un ad To Tbhics munera ple » Profetto 
 ecclefians dei quantumin ipfis eſt, evertunt,” & deva- 
ſtant , yet foraſmch as they who ſpo the Chinch of 
her poſſeſs-ons, and put them to the.r private uſe, ao 
there ſpoil, and robbery,bring matters ſo to paſſe, that 
y iow will addidt themſelves tothe ſtudy of Divinity, 
or be trained up to the publick funtt.ons theriof, 2s 
much 2s in them lye, they ougrthrow, and liy waſte the 
Ehurch of Chriſt, and this he ſtiles (70% ferendam 
barbariem) a Barbariſm not to be ſuffered. 

' 'Gua'ter on the 2 1. of S. Lukes Goſpel ſpcak- 
ing of the poor Widdows two mites caſt into 
the Treaſury, and our Saviours preferring 
them before the greater gifts of the richer ſorr, 
Foraſmuch, (ſaith he) 4s Chrizt is wort tobehold 


f#c things, we muit remember that he alſo ſeeth them * 


qui opes ecclefiaſticas ſacrilega man ad ſe rapiunt } 
= ob free. lrg jake the ers her unto 
gas ws grave illorum ſcelus, &r omm dcteſt ti- 
. oned;gnum ſacrilegium eft, opes ill as in nſum alienum 
convertere. five id publice fiat, ſrve privatins ] haizous 
i there offence, and a farrilege by all means to be deteſt- 
ea, to convert thaſe poſſeſiions to any other uſe whether 
p#2like or private, and yet not onely inthe papa- 
cy, {aith he, but even by ſome of them ['q«: 
Evanzelii nomine gloriantur,. 3 religions reformat « 
fettatores videri volunt, impudent:ſame theſauri [a- 
cri diſtrahuntur. }Who glory iz: the name of the Goſpel, 
avid would ſeem the moſt ſincere profeſſors of the refor- 
wed religion, the holy Treaſures of the Church, are 


moſt 
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wn 
wafled, ſome ſnatching part to their 
own, private uſe, ſome caſting all that is left into the 
publike treaſury, or exchequer ; whence-it will in 
time come to paſſe [#4 Scholz frigeant, doitiſfimi 
,quique d:labantur 7 that Schooles will every where be 
contemned , and learned men decay by degrees, and 
ſlide away inſen(ibly like water, M' KnoxinaLetter 


moſt _— 
c 


* which he wrote to his brethren of the; Mini- © The Copyef | 


ſtery in Scotland. a little before his death a- 


the Letrer is 
in B. Coopers 


mong(t other things, .chargeth and commandeth qetence,or de. 
them with uprightneſſe, and ſtrength in God; to.gain- calogy againſt 


ſtand the mercileſſe act ourers of- the Churches Patri- 
mony, if men will ſpoil, faith be,lct ihe ao it to their 
own perill. and condemnation, but-communicate you not 
with their ſinnes, of whatſoever eFtate they be, neither 
by conſent, nor yet by ſilence ; but by publike proteſt a- 
ron make this known unte the warld, that you are innor 
cent of ſuch robbery , which will ere it be long, provek 
Gods vengeance upon the committers thereof, God give 
you wiſedome and courage in ſojuſt a cauſe, thus he; 
yet now adaycs men take what they can from 
the Church, bur give little or nothing tothe 
Church. | 

Holy David, when he fate in his houſe, and 
had reſt round about from all his enemies, did adviſe 
to build Gods houſe, ;1 Sam.7. his peace bred 
in him picty, his reſt religion, and the zeal of 
Gods houſe, had eaten him np © but the peace of 
many hath bred in them-policy,. and their zeal 


M r Hames, Pa-> 
ralogy, Pas 66, 


(might they have their will) would cat upGods 
houſe, while they hunger not ſo much for the; 


2 good, 


= 


(28) {A 
good, as the goods of the Church, and deal 
with the Lords Ambaſſadors, as Hanw: did 
with Davids, '(curtailing their livings, as he 
did their Garments; - or as D:0niſivs did with 
Eſculapins, who took from him his golden glit-. 
tering robe, as too heavy for ſummer, and too 
cold for winter, and beſtowed on hima cour- 
ſer garment; they are very'skiltutl in the ab- 
Hhtive, bur ignorant in the Dative, Arithmi- 
eicians onely in ſubſtration fromGod,to make 
up a-addition to themſelves, ahd their eſtates; 

Go tothe lles of Chittim, and behold, en- 
quire of the nations round about 7er.2.9. if any 
fuch things be done amongſt Turks and Pagans. 
to their gods : whert Temples or rcligious 
places once dedicated, do they deface, or cx+ 
poſe to contempt, ruine, or decay © or who of 
chemever robbed their Churches, or religious 
houſes facrilegiouſly of their revenews and 
patrimony © : | 

Let menthink what they-will, but afſuredly 
the Lords portion will 'be ro thoſe who unjuſt- 
ly poſleſle it, and to their eftates, as thar worm 
which was at the root of 7o4hs goard, that 
cauſed a ſpeedy fading, and finalt decay there- 
of ; like Achaxs execrable thing, which pro- 
ved the ruine of 'him and: his whole family, 
as the Ark to the Philiſtimes, - which never 
ceaſed to plague-them til it was ſent backto 
ro tie right owners, as amy Tholoſſanm, the 
gold of Toloufe which impoveriſhed all rhoſfe 
[DR | _ and. 


(29) | 
and: their families th#t had any of it, as. the 
coal ſtola from the Altar bythe Eagle, . which 
fer a fire of her wile neſt ; or like the curſed 
water to. the guilty woman, though ir may 
cauſe a ſwelling of their rents at the firſt, yer 
it will bring upon them and their eſtates,a con- 
ſumptionat the laſt ; for whatſoeyer was mor- 


tified, and bequeathed to the * ule of God, and * $Soran the 


his Church, it had a curſe or imprecation ſet 


uponit, that any who ſhould take it away, Or grans, Dwc- 
alicnate it to another uſe, might be Anathema, cc: 


and his account without mercy at the dreadfull 
day of judgement, when he ſhall come to re- 
ceive his doome from .the hand of the judge 
both of Heaven and Earth, to whoſe ſervice 
the ſame v;as principally dedicated. - 

Dyonifivss having ſpoiled the Temple of Pre- 
ſerpina at Locris, of Inpiter at. Peloponeſus, of Eſ- 
culapius at Epidanrus , becauſe Proſerpina drow- 
ned him not as he failed to Syracyſe, nor Iupiter 
ſtruck him.in.-peeces with. his Thunderbolt,nor 
Eſculapins made anend of himby ſome miſera- 
ble conſuwption, both he himſelf, and fome 
others.accounted ſuch his ſacriledge to be juſt, 
and lawfull : ſo ſome becauſe they thrive a 
while, and proſper with thoſe ſpoiles which 
have beentaken fromthe Church, they think 
God approves and allows ſuch aſfacrilegious 
a&t:; and will. never call them to. a reckoning 
for it, bur they ſhall finde that curſe to rake 
hold-of them, and their families which the 
D 3 Prophet 
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Prophet: H abakkuk dead ainſt | Nabu-" 
chadnezz4r' who enriched thimfelf/ with the. 


fpoils of the Eaſt, Y# aocumulantinon ſua, 'wocto 
| him that coveteth an evill- covetouſneſſe 'to his own 
houſe, Habuc. 2.9. The ſauros quos devorarunt, evo- 
meat, they ſhall one day be forced, as Iob ſaith, ts vomit 
up thoſe Trea-ures' which they haveunjuſtly devoured, 
x4} mvizer, their wicked gain (according-to 
the Greek Proverb ) ſhall bring a rod at the 
back of 1t,to whip them with. 1t is an old rule 
voinntas ſola quoad eccleſiam punitaur,. that a Sacrile= 
grows inent” fat wit eſcape withomt puniſhmem, and 
how the action of ſacrilege hath been puniſhed, 
' what ſtory yeilds not an inftance 2 what hea- 
then bur rook notice of it £ | 
Novimus multaregna, ' cf Reges eorum prepteres 
cecidiſſe ," quia eccleſias ſpoliaveruyt , reſque eorum 
waſtaverunt , ' alienarunt , diripuernnt, we have 
known ſaith Charles the great, many Kings and 
Kingdomes brought to ſpeedy” ruine and de- 
ſtrucion', becauſe they ſpoyled: Churches, 
and laid wafte, alienated, and madea prey of 
their revenews. Yirzil notes that the Grecians 
offered violence to the Temple ef Pallas. 
Corripuere ſacram effigiem,” and inferres there- 
upon, LE of TIT 
AWW, | 
Thar they never proſpered, but had ill ſuc- 
ceſie ever: 'when Baltizar abufed to prophane 
uſes the ſacred Bowls of the Temple; then ap- 
OMG 0's" OTE peared 


Extllo fluere & wverro ſublayſe referri ſfpes-Da- 
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(32) : 
. peared the writing upon the wall, which ſhew- 
: ed that his dayes were numbred, and that his 


Kingdome.wasS<ut. of from him ard his poſte- . 
zity for ever, Dan.5. Antiochus dyed milcrably, 
and confeſſed at. his death.. his finne of ſacri- 
lege, how that he. had taken ,vcflcls of gold 
and4ilver from the Temple of 1eruſalem, 1 Mac. 
6. Heliodorus being ſent by .King Saleucus to 
ſpoil the I emplc of Tersſalexe, of the treaſury 
that was laid up there, as he was about to take 


-iraway, ſuddenly two young men appear. be- 


fore him, notable in ftrength, exccllent in 
beauty, comcly in apparell, who ſcourged 
him continually and gave him many ſore ſtrips, 
ſothar he fell on the ground, 2 Mac. 3. 26, 27. 
and lay ſpeechleffe, . without all hope of 1.fe, 
Yerſ.29, till by the prayer of 0x74 the high 
Prieſt, he was reftored to health, Yerſ 33., and 
he returning to the King, when the King asked 
him who might be a fir man to be ſcnr yet once 
again to Jeruſalem for the ſame purpoſe,Yerſe 37. 
he anſwered, if thou haſt any enemy or tray- 
tor, ſend himthither, and thou ſhalt receive 
him well ſcourged, if he eſcape with his lite, 
Ferſ.33. for in-that place there is no doubt, a 
ſpeciall pawer of God. which defendeth it, 
and beateth; . and deſtroyerth them that come 
to hurt ir. Ferſ.29. After ſnliay had-robbed the 


. iChurches of their plate in ſcoffing manner , 


ſaying, Ecce quam pretiofts vaſis miniſtratur Marie 


filw;' aretheſefitrurſſels or evpsforghe Sonne of. Mary 
Bigen | | 7 


e Ybood, eccleſe 
«ft. h,z.cr, 
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robe ſerved with ? he was ſuddenly wounded to 
death with an Arrow (as * Theederet: thinketh) 
ſhot from Heaven. Pompey noted by Tully, and 
Livy for one of the moſt fortunate men in the 
world, till he entred into the Temple at Iers- 
ſalem, and offered wrong to it, then continually 
after he had unhappy ſaccefle, and dyed miſe- 
rably, when the Vandals came with a puiſlanc 
army againſt Gabinizs, ( as Emtropins relates 
the tory) the Duke ſent ſome of his Captains 
diſguiſed to ſee whether the Vandals reveren- 
ym the Temples of the Chriſtians, or ſpoiled 
them, if they ſpoyl, ar violate them (faith he) 
the God whom the Chriſtians worſhip, who 
they ſay is a powerfull God, will not ſpare 
them that ſpoil his houſes, and ſo ir came to 
paſſe; forthe Vandals marchipg forward in- - 
riched with the ſpoil,and goods of the Church 
were vanquiſhed in battell, ſlain, ard pur to 
divers torments. 

And that I be not infinite in examples we 
ſce by daily expericncc, that of goods facri- 
legiouſly gotten, perpetums nulli datur uſus, ue man 
Poſſeſſeth them long, but they paſſe from man to 
man, from hcir to heir, 'from family ro family 
25 the Ark did from Aſbded to Gath, from Garh 
to Ekroz, and could finde no place to reſt in 
among the Philiftines, but troubled them 
whereſoever it came,till they returned it again 
ro its proper Place, 1 Sam.5. 

If any be offended with this my — 

mu 


| (33) : 
I muſt anſwer for my 7 as Tertulliay did in 
2nother caſe, conditio preſentium temporum pro- 
wacat hanc admonitionem neſtram ,. the condition 
of the preſent times do proyoke, and in a man- 
ner embolden me to offer unto the view of 
thoſe, who pleaſe to read it, this my admoni- 
tory information, that had .its conception,and 
birth, was begun, and finiſhed, ina yery few 
dayes ſpace, which I now intimate, not there-, 
by ro aſſume any glory to my ſelf, but by way 
of excuſe or apology, if I have not performed 
anſwerably to the goodneſle of the caule, in 
defence of. which.it had been fit, I ſhould have 
uſed more mature deliberation, leaſt truth it ' 
{{lf ſuffer by this my over haſty indiſcretion. 
But whenT had waited long to ſee whether 
the ancient and men of ablerparts would ſpeak, 
and continually heard many mouthes open 
to defame the ſervice, and ceremonies of our 
Church, and few,or none open to defend them 
from thoſe fowle unjuſt aſperſions, . which are 
in many libellous Pamphlets caſt upon them, 
Vexatrs toties Rauci Theſcide Coari 
 ——@nrs tam ferrens ut tentat ſe ? | 
Rather. then ſo good a cauſe ſhould want an 
adyocateto- plead for it, or that our. Church 
ſhould not be juſtified of ſome (though one of 
the meaneſt) of her children ; I have preſu- 
med to publiſh ina very homely dreſſe, ſuch 
as itis, this my defence, and vindication. of 
the TE Coramotietond ſetled Patrimony 
| of 
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» | (34) 
of our Church, whicheraves andieftceagainſt 
thoſe, quibus quieta movere magna eff mer.es, who 
love ro fiſh in troubled warers, and hold 'the 
difturbance of rhe Churches _ a ſufficient 
hite to ſerthetn on work,' making it 3 2, their 
whole endeavour, their ſpeciall ſtudy, night 
and 'day, ' tokeep a fation on foot ro main- 
rain oppofirion andfidings. And thar late re- 
verend Biſhop of Wincheſter, Door Andrewes 
hath :old us the true teaſon why fach men love 
to be contentious, £ why, ſaith he, 1 is che way 
to be ſomebody, in times of peate what reckoning is 
there of Wat Tyler or Iack Srraw? Make aſeditios, 
and they will bear a brain with the beſt, © 
 Primianics and Maximianus were the heads of 
the two' fations of the Donariſts in S. 4»ſtrns 
vime, he faith, it was well for chem thar facti- 
ons felt onr, (elſe Primianes might have been 
Poſtremianus, and Maximiames might have been 
Minimianus well enough, bur ina faion cichet 
of them was jolly fellow, head; and leader 
of a party;andrthis tickling defire of vaingtory, 
t be magnified up, and down in the monthes. 
of the people for the head of a fattion, will 
make men contentious, and they will take or- 
Cer that we ſhall never want, needlefle conren- 
tions, and quarrellfome brawts, borh in the 
Church, dd Scate: if they be nor rimely pre- 
vented. and ſuppreſſed. = © 9 
But ftrh chere can come nothing of contentt- 
e0,- burthe mutuall waſte of the parties con- 
6 | tending 
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3ſhes of thema-both, I do wiſh heartily that 
the grave advice which Conffantine gave: tor re- 


uniting his divided Clergy, may at the length divided, &. 


ſo fare prevail with us, who profeſle our 
ſelves to.be the ſonnes of the ſame;Church, 
that things of ſmall mometn never difioya us, 
whom one God, one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tiſme, bands of ſo great force, have lincked 
rogether; and that we would bear ſuch reſpe- 
Quve love to our Mather, . this Church of Eng- 
land, (which hath aurtured- ts in thetrinh, and 
from our infancy bath tendred all good mcans, 
chat we being taught in the Word, may now 
many of us teach others) as not upon needletlc, 


and triviall occaſions to diſquict hes peace. 


[It cannot be denyed,, but that fome' untg 
whom the. execution 'of the Ecclcfiafticall 
Laws belong, bave. been much faulty , and 
ongy waat of cither of care or:conſcience; 
have ſuffered many irregularabnles and 'cors 
ruptions, to-crecp intotheir Courts :: but theſe 
arc perſonall. faults, of which Iam ns Patron, 
the: beſt defence of them is ſpeedy redreſle; 
and amendment: that which I defend, is tha 
all perſonall. adventicious: abuſes being ſeve- 
red, and-ſet apart, there is notin the form of 
our Church politic, nor in our Liturgy, nor in 
the ceremonies of our Church any thing , 
which hath not in fome ſort. warrant from. Di- 
vine authority, or. Primitive aptiquity ;/ and | 
<3: E 2 which 
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hich hath not been allowed,” approved,.and 
alſo juſtified by the glorious Martyrs, and bett 
learned Divines of out Church agaiaſtthe ca-. 
 villing exceptions of gaiaſayers. - 
Wherefore I wifhonce again from:my heart 
thar the ceremonics, -and-eſpecially the ſervice 
Book of our Church might be:continued with- 
out any, or with as little alteration as may be, 
for the reaſons given by thoſe of: our Engliſh 
Church at Strausburgh, to them of Franchford, 
why they ſhould continue the 'Book of: Pray- 
erthey had *: x. Becauſe they that ſhould alter 
*, might be thought to condemn the chief 
Authorsof it, who ſuffered as Martyrs. 2. Be- 
cauſe it might give occafiontothe adverſary, 
ro accuſe'our dofrine of 'imperfeion', 'and 
putability, and roupbraid us, (as uſually they 
do): that we have onely menſtrumm fidew, a 
changeable faith, 3. Becauſc ir might move 
the godly, to doubr of that truth whereof be- 
forethey were well periwadeds 
--It is an old received rule that amis mutatio 
eſt periculoſa, all change of things ſetled is dangerous - 
nam niutatio conſucrudinis etiam gue adinuat wilitate, 
perrurbat novitate, for the very change ſaith $. Augu- 
fine of. ſetled cuſtomes, though it may ſeem to bop | 
with ſome commodity, -yet-will it do more hurt with the 
#ovelty. ' Which occaſioned the Locrines to 
decree that whoſoever would bring in a new 
law amongſt them, ſhould come and declare it 
tothe aſſembly with an halter about his _ 
955 44 "2p that 


| (37) 
that if it were 'not approved : good for the: 
Common-wealth, he might preſently be han- 
ged for his deſtre of innovation: and becauſe 
many dangerous inconveniencies do common- 
ly follow.upon the alteration of things ſetled. 
Our latc wile Salomon,” and gracious Soveraign 
K. James (in his proclamation:prefixed: before, 
the Book of Common-prayers ) admoniſhed all 
men, that hereafter they ſhould-not expe#F, or attempt 
any further alteration inthe common and publike form 
' Gods. Service from that, which was then eſtabliſh- 
ed ; - for (faith his ſacred Majeſty ) neither will we give 
way to any to preſume, that our own judgement having 
determined in a matter of ſuch weight ſhall. be ſwayed. 
10 alteration by the frivolous Juggeſtion of any light 
ſpirit, - neither are we ignorant of the inconveniences! 
that do ariſe in Government, by admitting innovation 
in things once ſetled by mature deliberation; and how 
neceſſary it isto ufe conſtancy in upholding publike de- 
terminations of ſtates : for (wh is the unquietneſſe, 
and unſtedfaſineſſe of ſore diſpoſitions affecting every, 
yeer new formes of things, - as if they ſhould be follow-: 
ed in their unconſtancy, would make all attions of ſtate 
ridiculous, and contemptible ; whereas the ſtedfaſt 
maintaining of things by good agdvice- eftabliſhed, is 
the weal off all. Common-wealths. | | 
- | Let no fancy then: about ceremonies , -n0 
blinde affeRion to-any forraign Church diſci- 
pline, no-itch of inaovation, no ſ{ingular con- 
ccit of pride, no. humorous contrariety alienate 
your mindes from the publike ſerviecand cere- 
E 3 MOonics 
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monies of out Church by law eftabliſht. Ds: 
not, with'the Phariſces, train at-a gnat, and 
ſwallow a Camecll, ftumbleat a lawtull cere- 
' mony, and foſter a lawleſſe ſchiſme; bur let ic 
be your onely ſtrife to flye all needleſle. ſtrife 
and contention about fuch things, and iin your 
daily prayers, pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, 
bowing your knees, lifting up your eyes, hands, 
and hearts unto the God of peace, that he 
 wouldat the length ſettle a firm peace in his 
Church: n&ver was there more necd-of this 
prayer, thenia this fearfull combultion, and 
confuſion of the Chriſtian world, wherein 
there is nothing almoſt heard of, but fraion, 
and faQion, ſchiſme, and ſeparations nothing 
bur -warres and rumours of warres, Chriſtian 
againſt Chriſtian ,, Churck againſt Church , 
Nation againſt Nation, Kingdome againſt 
Kingdome,, as if thoſe laſt perillous rimes 
were come: upon-us which our Saviour ſpoke 
of, Math.2.4. therefore' Pacem ſpiremps & ſuſpi- 
remus coram domino, let us breath out prayers, and 
ſoehes for peace before the Lord, and eſpecially at 
this time we ſhould poure out our devonte, fer- 
vent prayers to Almighty God for the repre- 
ſentative body , the great Councell of this 
_—_ now affembled in the high Court 
of Parliament, moſt humbly: beſceching him, 
fo to ſteer all their confultations, that by a 
joynt unanimous conſent they may decree 
oncly thoſe things, as ſhall make meſt eo his 
$42 TALET > | glory, 


(39) by 
lory, to the advancement of truth, and pie 
G tu joy and contentation of His Ma jelly , = 
the peace, welfare, and ſafety both of the 
.) * Church, and State,carefully avoiding 
all extreams, without turning a- 
 fidecither tothe right hand 
or the left, which God 
in mercy grant, &C. 
. A 


Ag. 5. Lin. 12/for Quinti hunc, read Quintiliane, pag.rt. 
Prs. for - read puſling, pag 25. n.18. Bentius, read 
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